
  

  

Thornhill Square Association 

Meeting Minutes 
 

 

Tuesday 2 February 2006  

Saint Andrew’s Church Thornhill Square 

 

 

Chair   Emma Campbell 

Treasurer   Aron Cronin 

Secretary   Jennifer Christie 

 

 

1. Apologies from Anna McKane, Sally Westoby and Victoria Amey. 

 

 

2. Minutes were approved. 

 

 

3. Roadside trees 
 

Mary Olsen explained that in 2005 Council contractors attempted to plant trees in front 

of properties on the East side of Thornhill Square without prior consultation.  As 

residents in this area of the square didn’t want trees outside their properties they 

intervened and asked the Council to the meeting to get a square-wide view.  

 

James Gilchrist (Head of Greenspace) and James Chambers (Tree Service Officer) 

were present at the meeting to explain the Council’s policy.   

 

James Gilchrist said Greenspace were responding to a Council directive to plant trees 

as part of a policy to green-up the borough.  He explained that in view of residents’ 

actions and concerns, Highways would now write to each resident individually to 

identify who wants trees and what type of tree to plant. He added that Highways can 

only plant trees on the housing side as the pavements on the park side are too narrow.  

He also explained that Highways could not plant trees inside the park because this 

falls outside their remit.  Planting is due to take place Autumn 2006. 

 

 Mary Olsen voiced concern about trees causing water leakage in residents’ 

basements. 

 Stephen Kreppel pointed out that Thornhill Square is listed. From a conservation 

point of view, therefore, trees are an anachronism. 

 Robert Fox asked James G to spell out the Council’s philosophy in simple terms, 

explaining why residents get trees on the pavements when they don’t want them, 

and can’t get the roses in the park that they have asked for.  Lisa Pontecorvo said 



  

  

the Council had cut down the park trees that she had sponsored and then 

neglected to replace them and although these were trees in the park, ‘trees are 

trees’ and this demonstrated the Council was taking a shortsighted view. 

 Emma Campbell said the problems arose because the Council artificially divides 

the borough into pavements, parks, lights etc but in reality it is all one Square and 

suggested Greenspace and other departments institute some joined up thinking.   

 Stella Kreppel reported that the contractors preparing to plant trees outside her 

house (before the process was halted as a result of resdients’ complaints) 

advised her the real reason for planting in Thornill Square was to collect the York 

stone that being removed for each plot. 

 

Votes 

 

Residents were asked to raise their hands if they wanted trees outside their houses.  

Votes for: 1 Votes against: 34 

 

Residents also voted on whether they would like to see the money diverted to the park 

and all attendants were in favour of this. 

 

Actions 

James Gilchrist was asked to  

 Establish the views of the Conservation department and English Heritage on 

whether trees should be planted on the streets of Thornhill Square, then 

summarise these in a letter to the TSA. 

 Explain, or ask the relevant people at the Council to explain, in a letter to the TSA 

how Islington council’s philosophy prevents it from diverting the money to plant 

trees or flowers  in the garden, instead of on the street. 

 Give the TSA a written assurance that trees will not be planted outside houses if 

the occupants don’t want trees outside their houses. 

 Go ahead with the plan to get Highways to write to all Thornhill Square residents 

individually, asking whether they want trees outside their houses. 

 

James Chambers was asked to  

 Remove the dead tree that has been planted under the lime tree outside 24 

Thornhill Square. 

 Look into replacing the lime tree with a more suitable species. 

 

 

4. Results of the £35k Poll  

 

The Secretary reported that 15 households had voted for railings and only 8 had voted 

for paths.  Most of those who voted for paths were against using the material that had 

been used to pave the central roundabout because it is out of character with the rest 

of the park.  2 residents voted for properly marked up football pitch, 1 for bicycle-proof 

entrances to the park and 1 for concrete based signage displaying the rules about not 

playing football near the roses. 



  

  

 

5. Park Railings Restoration  

 

The Secretary reported that as the vote showed most residents wanted the £35,000 to 

be spent on repairing the railings, this would go ahead and needed to be carried out 

before 31 March (the end of the financial year). 

 

The Secretary also updated residents that English Heritage is supportive of the 

campaign to restore the railings and has encouraged the TSA to apply for a £20K 

grant towards the project.  In addition, the Secretary is lobbying the Council to apply 

for a Lottery Heritage Fund grant next year. 

 

Actions 

 

Residents to agree at the next meeting, how we can best make a contribution towards 

the work, financial or otherwise, once the Secretary has ascertained how much money 

the TSA should aim to raise (based on costs from Greenspace, once these are 

available).  This could then be added to any grant received from English Heritage 

(which would be received in 2007). 

 

Fundraising options 

 

 Contribute some or all of what’s in the bank account,  

 A fundraising event,   

 An auction of goods or promises,  

 Cash pledges.   

 Match funding — record time invested in the railings project to apply for match 

funding from the National Lottery Fund, next year.  

 

 

6. Caledonian Ward Safer Neighbourhood Programme (SNP) 

 

Residents reported that moped crime came in waves.   

 

Lisa Pontecorvo advised members of a serious assault that took place on Bridgeman 

Road on 16 January.   

 

Mary Olsen and other residents were disappointed at the lack of action against the 

youths who continue to intimidate by--passers and smoke drugs at both ends of 

Bridgeman Road.    

 

Robert Fox and Stephanie Harthog kindly volunteered to represent the TSA at one of 

the monthly SNP meetings, held at the Blessed Sacrament.   

 



  

  

Actions 

 

The Secretary to redistribute the SNP email address on the next TSA circular and let  

volunteer representatives know when the next SNP meeting is due to take place, once 

it is scheduled. 

 

 

7. Illegal building development along the Cally Road  

 

It was reported that the extensions to 342 Caledonian Road and at 314 Caledonian 

Road (the Dry Cleaners) have been dismantled.  

 

The Chair appealed to anyone affected by Illegal building works along Caledonian 

Road to write to the Council.  

 

 

8. Parking  

 

Stephen Kreppel suggested residents invite a representative from the Parking unit of 

Islington Council to a TSA meeting in order to answer questions form residents, as 

they had previously committed to and then pulled out of the meeting.  This suggestion 

got a majority vote.  

 

Action  

 

The Secretary to make enquiries. 

 

 

9. Election of officers 

 

Vote 

 

Patrick Firebrace put forward a motion to re-elect the Chair and the Secretary for 

another term. This motion was carried by a majority vote. 

 
 


