
  

  

Thornhill Square Association 

Meeting Minutes 
 

 

Tuesday 22 February 2005 

Saint Andrew’s Church Thornhill Square 

 

 

Chair    Emma Campbell 

Treasurer    Aron Cronin 

Secretary    Jennifer Christie 

 

 

1. Safer Neighbourhood Programme (SNP) 

 

Sgt Jon Cairns (Ward Manager) couldn’t attend.  

 

Mark Warwick explained that the SNP was a new scheme funded by the Mayor of 

London (Ken Livingstone) to tackle anti-social behaviour.  Extra funding has enabled 

them to increase the number of officers on patrol. Their brief is to encourage policing 

in consultation with the local community.  Therefore, groups such as the TSA were 

being asked to get involved. 

 

PC Mark Warwick explained how residents could keep in touch with the new team, 

comprising six officers dedicated to the Caledonian Ward, via an email address.  

 

Residents should email the SNP team about youth disorder and crime occurring in the 

square.  He said residents should not use the email address to report emergencies - 

these should still be 999 calls - but residents should use the email address to inform 

the SNP team about ‘crime hotspots’: areas where residents have noticed regular 

antisocial or criminal behaviour taking place.  The SNP team can then distribute their 

men/time more effectively.  

 

Mark acknowledged that crime had increased in Thornhill Square since Prospex had 

been based in St Andrews Church.  He explained that bikers used the barriers in 

Bridgemen Rd to give police cars the slip.   

 

Mark will supply Jennifer and Emma with the SNP team’s new contact details when 

they’ve been set up. 

 

Leaflets with further details were handed out at the meeting (copy attached). 

 

 



  

  

2. Sparkplug Motor Cycle Project 

 

Martin Willis and Antonia Benedek explained how the Motor Cycle Project was set up 

in order to divert local moped crime by providing recreational biking facilities: bikes and 

places in which to ride them lawfully.  The organisation has just become a registered 

charity and needs local community members to join its management committee. 

Martin and Antonia asked residents to consider volunteering to do this.    

 

Seth Reynolds of the Copenhagen Play and Youth Partnership gave a brief 

explanation of how the various youth projects in Islington fit together. Leaflets with 

further details were distributed at the meeting. 

 

 

3. Thornhill Square Park Gardens 

 

Anna McKane is our resident gardens representative. Laurence O’sullivan is the 

representative for Greenspace who acts as Park Ranger for Thornhill Square. 

 

Laurence sought approval from residents to apply for a grant to gap the rose beds. 

Residents registered concerned about the downsides of replanting roses where roses 

have died but in the absence of other suggestions agreed that gapping was the 

quickest way to improve the beds. 

 

Anna M suggested a couple of other areas which could be improved at the cost of apx 

£200.  Jennifer C and Anna M will ask Laurence if the grant could cover these as well 

as the gapping. 

 

Anna raised the ongoing problem of park users damaging the beds by playing football 

near them. Anna and Jennifer think that pruning the trees to let more sun reach the 

football pitch might encourage park users to use it more, instead of opting for the 

sunnier spot near the beds. Anna and Jennifer will ask Laurence whether we can get 

funds to prune these trees. 

 

Barabara F also reminded residents that the park railings need renovating and 

suggested we look at trying to get funds to renovate the whole park, including the 

railings.  Residents agreed but opted to make that a long term project and go for 

individual 'quick fixes' for now. 

 

 

4. Parking 

 

Jennifer reminded residents that there will be a a presentation by the parking division 

of Islington Council in the church at 7.30 on 12 April and notified them that the TSA 

was represented on a new website dedicated to this issue:  

www.islingtonguardians.com 

 



  

  

 

5. Other News 

 

• At a previous meeting, Anna advised residents that they could make requests for 

maintenance work in the park, if they became an official park monnitor.  Jennifer 

subsequently established what was involved in becoming one and asked anyone 

interested on becoming a monitor for T Sq Park gardens to contact her so she could 

arrange for them to go on a site monitoring training course one Saturday morning.  

 

• Jennifer passed on a notice from Mary Olson (T Sq resident) inviting them to attend 

a Piano Recital in St Andrews on Thursday 23 June.  Leafletw with further 

information were distributed at the meeting (copy attached). 

 

• Leaflets detailing future activities in Barnsbury Wood were distributed to residents at 

the meeting (copy attached). 

 

• Barbara F, in her capacity as a member of the local traffic committee had been asked 

at a previos meeting to establish whether there was any proof that speed bumps had 

actually been effective. In response to Barbara’s request, the Council claimed that 

monitoring had revealed vehicles passing through Barnsbury had reduced their 

average speed to 20 mph as a result. 

 

• Jennifer passed on Vicar Michael Learmouth’s apologies for the delay in erecting the 

new church lights (part of which had been funded by residents’ contributions last 

year) and his assurance that they would be up by the end of the month. 

 

• Emma appealed to anyone affected by Illegal building works along Caledonian Road 

to write to the Council who had been asking for more details of each case. 

 

• Jennifer thanked all those who attended the Carol singing in Thornhill Square in 

December, particularly Aron and Sue for mulling the wine and those who made 

mince pies.  

 

 

6. Any Other Business  

 

• Barbara F reported that plans were afoot to update Barnard Park with money donated 

by a local developer.  She had heard that the organisers had been consulting with 

local groups and suggested that Thornhill Residents submit their views. Emma will 

contact those involved and help to get Thormhill Square views represented, if 

possible.  
 


