
Thornhill Square Association 
Meeting Minutes 

 
 

Tuesday 9 February 2010 

Saint Andrew’s Church Thornhill Square 
 
 

Chair   Emma Campbell 
Treasurer   Aron Cronin 
Secretary   Jennifer Christie 

 
 

1. Apologies from Emma Campbell and Jennifer Christie. 

 
 
2. Guest Chair Julia Rae. 

 
 
3. Railings 

 
Paul Convery said that there was no real progress to report on funding for the 
replacement railings or their repair.  

 
There was some debate around the merits of fixing parts versus replacing whole and 
the probability of getting funding for either option. 

 
Actions 

 Paul Convery to track down the report from the investigation and repair work 

done to date by the West entrance. 

 Patrick and Barbara Firebrace to see if they still have a copy of the survey they 

did many years ago. 

 Brian Keating to update that survey or do his own survey to estimate the scope of 

work needed . 
 

The gooal is to then get quotes for the various options and take a plan back to the 
Greenspace team ( Andrew Bedford) to request funding. Paul would then seek to obtain 
matched  funding from Section 106 funds. English Heritage could then be approached 

for a further contribution. 
 
4. Copenhagen Youth Project (CYP) 

 
Stephen Grififths described the CYP. Aimed at 7-19 year olds, the scheme currently has 
500 members and sees 80-100 young people a week on average. Art and football have 

been the two most successful areas, though CYP Culture budget for the display on 



Copenhagen Street will run out at the end of March and there are no funds to renew it. 
Football has been very successful (including 6 academy players and 4 boy scholars). It 

is also the only area where the project has successfully brought together black and 
white youth communities.  
 

Funding is very tight particularly discretionary expenditure to fund infrastructure. 
Stephen also appealed for sponsorship, trustees and adult volunteers when the 
programme was up and running. 

 
Actions 

 Unanimous vote in favour of donating £2,000 of TSA funds to CYP as 

discretionary spend. 

 This donation to be publicized and residents encouraged to pledge the same 

amount again from their own pocket.  

 SG to be asked to write a brief paragraph for the TSA website. 

 
CYP is based on the 1st floor of the library, there is someone there much of the week 
and the website is www.cyproject.org/home.html. Donations can be made online at 

https://www.charitychoice.co.uk/donation.asp?ref=157978. 
 
5. Funds 

 
£2,800 is the current balance. The Treasurer recommended holding on to at least £500 
should a need arise (see above decision to donate £2,000 to CYP). 

 
Aron was happy to remain as Treasurer for another year 
 

 
6. Any Other Business 
 

 There was a message from Jen Christie that after some years of being the 
Secretary she would like to stand down (though she is happy to continue on safer 

neighbourhood group). There was then a request to circulate the scope of 
responsibility and commitment for consideration 

 

 There was a comment that we could publicise meetings more to get better 
attendances (note numbers tonight versus Christmas drinks party). 

 

 There was a request for a (physical) notice board if possible perhaps in front of 
the church. 

 

 Barnard Park status – Paul Convery noted that it didn’t win the Mayor’s 

competition so whilst there is a plan it is costed at £2m and there is no funding 
currently 

 

http://www.cyproject.org/home.html


 Thornhill Square playground refurb – Paul Convery said that there were no plans 

currently and it was not yet a priority 
 

 Highbury Fields football area plan – Paul Convery said that there was >£1m 

budget but he wasn’t sure that that covers a refurb to the hard area 
 

 Experience of solar panels – No-one present had installed them Paul Convery 

expressed that he was in support in principle. It was commented that many 
butterfly roofs not suitable due to orientation. It was commented that the new 

Feed-in tariffs made them  much more financially viable. 
 


