
Thornhill Square Association 

Meeting 7:30 p.m. 11 September 2013 

St Andrews Church Hall, Bridgeman Road, London N1 1BQ 

1                     Attendance 

1.1                  Present 

Aron Cronin, Barbara Firebrace, Patrick Firebrace, Helen Gill, Robert Milne, Alan Newham, Jeffery 

Sugarman, Sally Wardle and Lisa Wood 

1.2                  Apologies 

Sue Cartwright, Jennifer Christie, Anna McKane and Beth Wilson 

2                     Previous meeting 

2.1                  Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 5 June 2013 had been posted on the web site and were formally 

approved. 

2.2                  Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3                      Cally Plan 

There was a long discussion on the draft Cally Plan (and related matters). Association members 

welcomed it but feared that it might remain a paper exercise. The view expressed by the Association 

in responding to the consultation would deal just with the approach to implementation, which was left 

unstated in the draft; in addition several members of the Association would submit their own detailed 

comments on particular aspects. 

After the meeting a response from the Association was drafted, circulated, revised and submitted 

(after revision). It is appended to these minutes. It should be followed up in the Cally Plan steering 

group meeting and in the Caledonian Ward Partnership public meeting (19 November 2013). 

4                      Future meetings 

4.1                   Time and place 

There would be a further meeting once the responses to the draft Cally Plan had been collated. 

4.2                  Agenda 

The Cally Plan. 

The Gardens. 



5                   Actions 

Robert Milne to remind people about the police and council phone numbers and the division of 

responsibility, as far as it is clear. 

The Committee to circulate the dates of the Caledonian Ward Partnership public meeting (19 

November 2013) and the Thornhill Square Association winter party (4 December 2013). 

6                   Text of the response to the consultation on the draft Cally Plan 

The Thornhill Square Association was set up to contribute to living in Thornhill Square and Thornhill 

Crescent, and the roads leading into them. It organises events and participates in activities in the 

broader community on behalf of residents. 

Members of the Thornhill Square Association reviewed the draft Cally Plan at a meeting.  They 

congratulate the author on a polished document that treats comprehensively a major part of 

Caledonian Road.  

As details of plan content will have been suggested in individual submissions, the points that the 

members want to make here relate mainly to principles of plan implementation. These are as follows: 

 Governance. The plan has no discussion of the intended mechanisms for programme 

ownership, project management and community involvement. To result in anything more than 

design guidance related to ever weaker national planning policies the plan must have such 

mechanisms. 

 Funding. Though precision about funding sources and schedules is unattainable, the plan 

should contain some information that would demonstrate that it is more than a paper exercise. 

In particular, it should explain its relationship to the Ward Improvement Programme and 

indicate how expenditure on both programmes can be prioritised and monitored. 

 Procurement. The procurement of small projects must be timely and cost-effective, 

especially if the area is to establish itself as relevant to the rapidly growing population of 

King's Cross Central. The plan should indicate how this is to be achieved, by reference to 

another document if necessary.   

 Prioritisation. There are many potential projects, or portions of potential projects, that could 

be implemented with little expenditure, especially if they were led and co-ordinated with 

external agencies such as TfL and housing management organisations. They should rank high 

in the priorities for implementation.  

 Emphasis. Inexpensive priority projects include those that emphasise Caledonian Road as a 

destination, not as an artery (such as putting signs at, and on the routes from, the Regent's 

Canal, Copenhagen Street, Randell's Road and Caledonian Road and Barnsbury Station), 

those that diminish anti-social behaviour (such as placing planters to impede unauthorised 

cycling) and those that develop a sense of place (such as providing historical information on 

plaques and notice boards). 

 


