
Thornhill Square Association 

Meeting 7:30 p.m. 20 March 2014 

St Andrews Church Hall, Bridgeman Road, London N1 1BQ 

1 Attendance 

1.1 Present 

Jane Attias, Paul Bultitude, Mike Butcher, Sue Cartwright, Aron Cronin, Barbara Firebrace, Patrick 

Firebrace, Robert Fox, Marianne Fox, Alison Furnham, Helen Gill, Melanie Harper, Brian Keating, 

Anna McKane, Christopher McKane, Claire Milne, Robert Milne, Mel Myers, Sue Steel, Sally 

Westoby, Ian Wright and Lydia Wright 

1.2 Apologies 

Jennifer Christie, Marie-Stella Kreppel, Alan Newham, John Simms, Jeffery Sugarman and Beth 

Wilson 

2 Previous meeting 

2.1 Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 13 September 2013 had been posted on the web site and were formally 

approved. 

2.2 Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3 An enterprising builder of Thornhill Square 

Cheryl Hockney (one of the three known great-great-granddaughters of George Sydney Smith 

Williams) came to the Association meeting to describe the lives of him and his family. He was one of 

the first builders in Thornhill Square and some of the surrounding roads, who leased parcels of land 

from the Thornhill estate to build according to the plans laid down by Joseph Kay.  He then lived in, 

and ran his company from, Thornhill Square for about thirty years, until he retired. At his death, some 

years later, he bequeathed to his sons his interests in many local properties; they did not include any in 

Thornhill Square, but they did include many in what is now the Boston and Nailour estates and the 

North London Synagogue (in what is now Lofting Road). Further information will be provided on the 

web site. 

4 Thornhill Square Gardens and Thornhill Crescent Gardens  

Anna McKane described two  immediate actions for improving the gardens on the forthcoming 

gardening morning: mulching the rose and shrub beds, and planting camomile and thyme in the 

circular bed, which formerly held bedding plants. She also proposed to plant tagetes (better known as 

marigolds) where roses had died; in due course new roses could be planted if the tagetes had been 

successful in neutralising the agent that would otherwise make the new roses die. The following 

discussion turned to, and left open, the possibility of the Association maintaining a bed on behalf of 

the Council, as has been done elsewhere in Islington with mixed success. 



5 Planning policies and applications 

Robert Milne mentioned three options were considered for the treatment of planning applications: 

having no opinions that could be represented as those of the Association, notifying the members about 

planning applications that might be of interest or concern, and appointing someone to develop and 

submit opinions on behalf of the Association. In the ensuing discussion there was a consensus that for 

various reasons the second of these options was the most appropriate for the present, so notifications 

about significant planning applications should be sent by email to the members. The notifications sent 

would include those related to Caledonian Road, over at least the stretch covered by the Cally Plan. 

The treatment of planning policies is potentially slightly different from that of planning applications, 

because consultations on strategic documents should offer more time for the development of a 

collective opinion. For instance, the Association provided a response to the draft Cally Plan relating 

mainly to principles of plan implementation, while the members made their own individual 

submissions on specific points. 

6 Operations 

6.1 Use of funds 

Association members agreed that £50 should be contributed to the St Andrew’s Church fund for local 

needy residents, especially as the Association had not provided a tree for the Winter Party. 

4           Future meetings 

Nothing was discussed. 

5 Actions 

Robert Milne to remind people about the police and council phone numbers and the division of 

responsibility, as far as it is clear. 

Robert Milne to distribute notifications of planning applications significant to the area. 


