
Thornhill Square Association 

Meeting 7:30 p.m. 24 November 2015 

St Andrews Church Hall, Bridgeman Road, London N1 1BQ 

1 Attendance 

1.1 Present 

Katy Blair, Michael Butcher, Pip Clothier, Aron Cronin, Barbara Firebrace, Patrick Firebrace, 

Marianne Fox, Alison Furnham, Stephanie Hartog, Rosie Millard, Claire Milne, Robert Milne, 

Barbara Segal, Bill Tuck, Sally Westoby and Lisa Wood  

1.2 Apologies 

Paul Convery, Jenny Davies, Helen Gill, Anna McKane, Alan Newham, Jeffery Sugarman, Maureen 

Taylor, Sally Wardle and Beth Wilson 

2 Previous meeting 

2.1 Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 29 January 2015 had been posted on the web site and were formally 

approved. 

2.2 Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3 Filming 

For three pieces of filming this year the Association received £1,800 this year. These were the first 

such payments since 2009, when there were two pieces of filming. Residents suggested that the 

payment for filming ‘Love, Nina’ was rather low, considering the disruption that was caused. It was 

explained that the payments were ex gratia donations obtained by the Islington Film Office on behalf 

of the Association; the Association itself had no powers to negotiate about the sizes of payments or to 

restrict the uses of public land. The payments by film companies were passed largely to the Highways 

Department for the use of parking bays and rights to close the roads (though in the case of ‘Love 

Nina’ some will have been passed the Parks Department, for the use of Barnard Park as the base 

camp); they were made at standard Council rates that would be charged to anyone. 

The Association has adequate funds of its own to support its activities, such as they are, so the 

payments from filming could be allocated to some other purposes.  Various opinions on what these 

purposes should be were expressed both in the meeting and in messages before and after the meeting. 

They should be consistent with the aims of the Association, which in the current constitution are “to 

preserve the … amenities in the best possible state and to promote … events that are of 

mutual benefit to the community”; supporting local charities (for young people, for example), 

maintaining the gardens or repairing the railings could all do this. However, the payments from 

filming were small relative to the annual income of some (but not all) of the local charities, and to the 

cost of employing gardeners regularly or replacing many railings. Moreover, maintaining the gardens 

and repairing the railings were roles of the Council, and the Association should not take over those to 



any extent without acknowledgement that its involvement would not diminish the responsibilities and 

contributions of the Council.  

There were also varying opinions on what improvements the gardens needed: in the meeting there 

were suggestions of more trees, fewer weeds, smaller borders, …, and a view that gardening projects 

would have only very short term effects. Repairing the collapsed gate post near the church porch was 

also mentioned, as an alternative to repairing some railings. In messages the favourite application of 

the payments from filming was to Copenhagen Youth Project or Prospex. 

It was agreed that the Association would not disburse the payments from filming until there were 

details of possible applications. 

4 Thornhill Square Gardens and Thornhill Crescent Gardens  

Robert Milne stated that the Central Parks Manager was satisfied that the Association to sign the 

Islington ‘Friends of Gardens’ charter. The important consideration was the spirit in which the 

Association approached its work, not the wording of its constitution. Indeed one well established and 

very successful ‘Friends Of Gardens’ group has a constitution that does not meet the requirements of 

the ‘Friends of Gardens’ charter as originally articulated. 

The Association could maintain a bed on behalf of the Council. For this it would receive payment at 

the nominal rate used for time spent by employees in Council open spaces. There might be a trial 

period of (say) six months, to see whether the arrangement was successful enough to continue. 

Typically in the first instance a shrub or herbaceous bed covering 5 or 10 square metres would be 

adopted in this way.  

It was noted that the plan to reduce the sizes of the beds, following the repositioning of the roses, had 

not yet been fully implemented. 

5 Policing 

To save money, the gates of Thornhill Crescent Gardens are still locked at night, mainly because of 

the presence of the church (and findings of needles near the school play area). However, the gates of 

Thornhill Square Gardens are not locked at night, and locking them would not be a trivial addition to 

the locking schedule (as Park Guard would need to check that nobody was locked in). Now drug 

dealing appears to be growing in or alongside the gardens. To make a case for locking the gates of 

Thornhill Square Gardens the affected residents should keep records of incidents (with as much detail 

as they can conveniently and safely obtain) and pass them to the Council (020 7527 7272) or the 

police. As described on the Association web site, at  

https://thornhillsquare.wordpress.com/2006/11/07/contacting-the-neighbourhood-police, the police 

contact details are Caledonian.snt@met.police.uk, 078 7613 2092 and 020 8721 7633; when 

needing police assistance you can call 101 (or 112 or 999 in an emergency).  

Also, Robert Milne currently attends meetings of the Caledonian Ward Safer Neighbourhood 

Panel (which occur three or four times each year). If summaries of incidents are passed to 

him, he can mention them at the next meeting for action on the police list of three “promises”. 

Incidentally the police number 020 7421 0328 is still available, but 020 8721 7633 is the 

number of the office shared by Caledonian Ward police and Holloway Ward police. The 

number of the office for Barnsbury Ward police and St Mary’s Ward police is 020 7721 0271. 

https://thornhillsquare.wordpress.com/2006/11/07/contacting-the-neighbourhood-police
mailto:Caledonian.snt@met.police.uk


6 Operations 

It was noted that to be more effective in fulfilling its aims better the Association would need to 

involve more residents more of the time.    

6           Future meetings 

Nothing was discussed. 

7 Actions 

Robert Milne to continue discussions with other ‘Friends Of Gardens’ groups on the practicalities of 

operating. 

Robert Milne to ask the Central Parks Manager for information on the tasks being undertaken by 

employees in the gardens, the narrowing of the rose beds, the payment available for adopting a bed, 

and the position if residents, outside a period of work on an adopted bed, took matters (especially 

weeds) into their own hands. 

Robert Milne to comment to the Islington Film Office on the size of the donation made to the 

Association for ‘Love, Nina’. 

Patrick Firebrace to determine possible approaches to repairing just sections of the railings. 


