
Thornhill Square Association 

Meeting 7:30 p.m. 7 December 2016 

The Cuckoo, Hemingford Road, London N1 1BZ 

1 Attendance 

1.1 Present 

Michael Butcher, Aron Cronin, Barbara Firebrace, Patrick Firebrace, Marianne Fox, Marie-Stella 

Kreppel, Anna McKane, Christopher McKane, Claire Milne, Robert Milne, Isobel Morton, Mel 

Myers, Sue Steel, Jeffery Sugarman and Toby Taper 

1.2 Apologies 

Sue Cartwright, Paul Convery, Helen Gill, Stephanie Hartog and Beth Wilson 

2 Previous meeting 

2.1 Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 24 November 2015 had been posted on the web site and were formally 

approved. 

2.2 Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3 Operations 

3.1 Election of the Committee 

Aron Cronin was resigning as Treasurer because he had moved out of the area. 

 The following were elected without objection:  

 Chair: Isobel Morton  

 Secretary: Robert Milne  

 Treasurer: Stephanie Hartog  

Patrick Firebrace was co-opted on to the Committee to continue the work on preparing the bid for 

‘Parks for People’ funding. 

3.2 Revision of the Constitution 

A draft of a revised Constitution was circulated. The intentions were to update the Constitution in 

various small ways and to satisfy the ‘Friends of Gardens’ charter for gardening groups working with 

Islington Council. With these in mind members of the Association made suggestions before and at the 

meeting which were incorporated in a further draft after the meeting. 



3.3 Use of funds 

Robert Milne outlined the state of the finances, in readiness for the calendar year accounts.  Earlier in 

the year the Committee had agreed that members of the Association could be reimbursed for expenses 

that were specifically authorised and incurred in preparing the bid for ‘Parks for People’ funding. 

Thus far expenses amounting to £196.97, for paper and printing, had been reimbursed. The members 

of the Association at the meeting then agreed to a further reimbursement, of £300.00 for 

SurveyMonkey software rental for one year. 

Robert Milne also explained that currently the Association had no cheque book but one authorised 

signature at a bank branch was enough to withdraw funds. This arrangement was both inconvenient 

and insecure and would be changed. 

4 Thornhill Square Gardens and Thornhill Crescent Gardens  

Patrick Firebrace described the progress that had been made so far on preparing the bid for ‘Parks for 

People’ funds. So far time had been contributed by residents and by Islington Council officers 

(Bhupesh Thapa, the Central Assistant Parks Manager, and Chris Hariades, the Heritage Projects 

Officer). It had resulted in a letter from the Heritage Lottery Fund indicating that the project was 

suitable for developing and submitting a first round bid (which should demonstrate “making a 

difference for heritage, people and communities”, “sustainability and business planning”, and “value 

for money”).  

Patrick Firebrace also outlined the information obtained from archives (the Huntingdonshire Archive, 

the London Metropolitan Archive and the Islington Local History Centre) and from the paint samples 

from the railings. This included the identities of the builders on different plots in Thornhill Square and 

Thornhill Crescent and the colour of the paint (which appeared to be cream until the twentieth 

century). 

On a proposal from Michael Butcher the meeting formally thanked the organisers and implementers 

of the survey. 

5           Future meetings 

Nothing was discussed. 

6 Actions 

Nothing was discussed. 


