
Thornhill Square Association 

Meeting 7:30 p.m. 27 March 2018 

St Andrews Church Hall, Bridgeman Road, London N1 1BQ 

1 Attendance 

1.1 Present 

Barbara Firebrace, Patrick Firebrace, Marianne Fox, Robert Fox, Alex Gordon, Marianne Hartley, 

Stephanie Hartog, Michael Learmouth, Christopher McKane, Claire Milne, Robert Milne, Mel Myers, 

Toby Myers, Barbara Segal, Bill Tuck and Lisa Wood  

1.2 Apologies 

Katy Blair, Isobel Morton, William Palin and Beth Wilson 

2 Previous meeting 

2.1 Notes 

The notes for the meeting of 7 December 2016 had been posted on the web site and were formally 

approved. 

2.2 Matters arising 

Nothing was discussed. 

3 The police in Caledonian Ward 

PS Lisa Somerset, PC Hugh Stephenson and CPSO Naomi Cachia came to the meeting to discuss 

what the police do in Caledonian Ward. (Lisa Somerset covers both Caledonian Ward and Barnsbury 

Ward.) 

Much of the activity involved theft of and on mopeds (with City Road, Upper Street and Caledonian 

Road currently the most infested). People in their twenties were being sentenced, but really they were 

at the bottom of the chain. Helicopter activity was mainly concerned with moped crime: the mopeds 

went along roads not accessible to cars. Putting more officers on motor bikes required extra training 

and vehicles.  

The gang unit and Op Attrition (dealing with the phone snatchers) were attending Thornhill Square as 

part of their patrols. These have included plain clothes officers on pedal bicycles or on foot. Most 

support comes from Tolpuddle Street, but extra and specialised officers (with firearms training, for 

example) can also be brought in. 

Bicycle thefts also happen. As a rule of thumb, perhaps 10% of the cost of a bicycle should be spent 

on locks. Kryptonite, for example, include insurance and registration with the locks. The police will 

be repeating the periodic exercises encouraging people to mark their bicycles. 

There appears to be an upswing in youths meeting together in the morning and evening. In some cases  

the meetings could just be social gatherings: pubs were simply too expensive. In fact drinking by 

youths has decreased. Still, there were community protection notices issued last month. (They can be 



issued to people at least 16 years old who are unreasonably causing persistent or continuing detriment 

to the quality of life of others nearby.)     

Thornhill Square Garden is insecure at night. Locking the gates would send a signal that people 

should keep out, but there are several gaps in the railings and cast iron uprights are easy to break. The 

matter can be raised with Greenspace but for this purpose the parks are ranked according to how much 

benefit would be derived from the time taken. (Checking that Thornhill Square Garden is empty some 

time because of its size and shape.) The ranking of Thornhill Square Garden would rise if more 

people used the out-of-hours number to increase the tally of incidents in it. This would also make the 

closed circuit television more likely to be installed; it is expensive to obtain and operate, but has been 

put temporarily in Bingfield Park. 

The gates to Thornhill Crescent Garden are locked because the church is valuable; even so drug-

related items have been found near the entrances to the Montessori school. Removing the hedging has 

helped. 

The web site nextdoor.com can be a useful way of telling neighbours about incidents, but it does not 

substitute for reporting crime to the police. (The police uses it to make public service announcements 

relevant to Caledonian Ward and Barnsbury Ward.) 

In answer to a question from Lisa Wood, Lisa Somerset remarked that she had worked in Islington for 

ten years and enjoyed it because it was so busy. She had seen the amazing changes brought by 

investment first at King’s Cross  and now near Caledonian Road Station. 

3 Operations 

3.1 Election of the Committee 

The following were elected without objection:  

 Chair: Isobel Morton  

 Secretary: Robert Milne  

 Treasurer: Stephanie Hartog  

3.2 Use of funds 

Robert Milne distributed the accounts for 2016 and 2017. From 2018 onwards there would be an 

additional account, for the gardening activities; the income from the Council for maintaining the beds 

was being spent on plants.  

In answer to a query about whether the funds of the Association could usefully be spent on employing 

people to help with the gardening it was remarked that the sums available would not go very far and 

that the effort involved in employing and supervising people could be substantial. 

4 Thornhill Square Gardens and Thornhill Crescent Gardens  

Christopher McKane described the work done by the residents on the maintenance of the gardens. On 

behalf of the Council the residents now maintained two beds (originally planted with roses and 

rosemary)  to the west of the central path in Thornhill Square Garden; they were now offering to 

maintain a third bed (planted with roses), to the east of the central path.  



Patrick Firebrace described the position with preparing the bid for ‘Parks for People’ funds. Time has 

been contributed by residents and by Chris Hariades, the Heritage Projects Officer. The estimated 

costs have risen from £600,000 to £1,000,000, partly through the caution in costing the repair of the 

railings (which was put at £400,000 instead of £300,000) but mainly through the addition of further 

sums for refurbishment of the playground and other amenities. Meanwhile Historic England had done 

its own costing of the repair of the railings by performing a survey; that had produced a figure much 

like earlier estimates of £320,000.   

Councillor Paul Convery now feels that much of the expected Construction Infrastructure Levy 

(which now largely replaces Section 106 funding) should be spent on schools. However, he thinks that 

he might have £100,000 available in the next financial year; also, possibly Historic England could 

provide something between £100,000 and £200,000.  

On a proposal from Patrick Firebrace the meeting formally thanked Chris Heriades for his effort. It 

then also thanked Patrick Firebrace and Anna McKane. 

5           Future meetings 

The prospect of having a summer party on the weekend of the Great Get Together (around 23 June) 

was discussed. The Church was combining with the Mosque for the purpose. It was agreed that 

working party was needed and that volunteers should be requested to help with devising a light weight 

event (without bouncy castles, for example). 

6 Actions 

Robert Milne to send out notice requesting volunteers to help with the summer party. 


